
STRONG 
COMMUNITIES 
START HERE
2018 Annual Report



GREATER JOLIET AREA YMCA
 

C.W. AVERY FAMILY YMCA
15120 Wallin Drive | Plainfield, IL 60544 | (815) 267-8600

Located just west of downtown Plainfield, the C.W. Avery Family YMCA opened its doors to 
the community in 2006. Home to more than 15,000 members, the C.W. Avery Family YMCA 
provides year-round programming for children, adults and families, including before and after 
school programs for D. 202 elementary schools, summer camps, youth sports, group fitness 
classes and swim lessons, among others.

GALOWICH FAMILY YMCA
749 Houbolt Road | Joliet, IL 60431 | (815) 744-3939

Located on the west side of Joliet, the Galowich Family YMCA opened its doors to the 
community in 1978. Home to more than 3,200 members, the Galowich Family YMCA provides 
year-round programming for residents of all ages, including summer camps, youth sports, group 
fitness classes, swim lessons, and before and after school programs for several area school 
districts, including Joliet District 86, Troy District 30-C, Minooka CCSD 201 and Rockdale 
District 84.

MORRIS COMMUNITY YMCA
320 Wauponsee Street | Morris, IL 60450 | (815) 513-8080

Since openings its doors in January 2015 in downtown Morris, the YMCA has become a 
bustling center of activity for residents of all ages. Home to nearly 3,000 members, the 
Morris Community YMCA is located in the former City Hall building and provides year-round 
programming for residents living throughout Grundy County. Through its unique partnership 
with Morris Hospital, the YMCA is dedicated to enhancing the health and wellness of Grundy 
County residents by providing community-based fitness and wellness programs.

SMITH FAMILY YMCA
1350 S. Briggs Street | Joliet, IL 60433 | (815) 726-3939

Located on the east side of Joliet, the Smith Family YMCA opened its doors to the community 
in 1978. Home to more than 2,200 members, the Smith Family YMCA provides year-round 
programming for residents of all ages. The Smith Family YMCA also provides before and after 
school programs for several area school districts, including Fairmont District 89, Joliet District 
86, Laraway CCSD 70C, Elwood CCSD 203, and Union District 81.



DEAR FRIENDS,

Two thousand eighteen marked the Greater Joliet Area YMCA’s 
90th anniversary in our community. For nine decades, the Y has 
stepped forward to fill local needs with facilities and programs that 
foster youth development, healthy living and social responsibility. 
As a donor, volunteer, member, community partner, or program 
participant, you truly “stand on the shoulders of giants” through 
your involvement with the YMCA.

While it’s important to look back and celebrate the past year’s 
successes, we know that our most important work is waiting 
ahead. Parents in our community face an increasing burden to 
find affordable, reliable childcare. Kids are struggling with anxiety, 
bullying and navigating life in a digital world. Seniors struggle with 
isolation, the physical challenges of aging, and finding outlets to 
adapt to life as an older adult. Teens and young adults often lack 
positive mentorship and preparedness for adulthood.

These issues are not insurmountable. As a nimble nonprofit 
organization, we can affect positive change through our presence 
and our promise to serve all, regardless of their ability to afford 
a Y experience. Last year, our four-branch YMCA Association 
provided a record $1.5 million in financial assistance and free 
community programming to help more than 9,100 individuals 
realize their full God-given potential.

As you review the highlights of 2018, we challenge you to join or 
perhaps delve deeper into the YMCA mission. Together, we can 
change lives in long-term ways through relevant programming 
rooted in values that have stood the test of time.

 Sincerely,

 Dan L. Stevenson
 Chairman 
 Metropolitan Board of Directors

 James D. Watts
 President/CEO

The YMCA commitment 
remains unshaken. With 

the support of volunteers 
and donors, like you, we will 
continue the long-standing 

Y tradition of seeking out 
the greatest needs in our 

community and filling them 
in innovative ways.



CHANGE IN NET ASSETS: $1,065,353

RESPONSIBLE STEWARDSHIP
Statement of Financial Position - 2018

REVENUE:
 Membership Dues: $4,743,467

 Program Fees: $4,737,184

 Contributions: $3,084,257

   Restricted for Capital: $2,038,851

   Program and Scholarship Support: $1,045,406

 United Way of Will & Grundy Counties: $148,404

 Facility Rental Income $78,867

 Investment Return $(289,950)

 Special Events, gross $215,480

 Other Income $41,977

   TOTAL INCOME: $12,759,686

EXPENSES:
 Salaries & Benefits: $7,162,897

 Professional Fees: $500,576  

 Dues & Subscriptions: $203,861 

 Supplies & Postage: $563,301

 Travel & Meetings:    $75,428

 Trainings & Conferences: $48,016

 Facility & Equipment Rental: $409,680

 Advertising & Promotion: $266,278

 Interest & Bank Fees: $254,343

 Insurance: $122,984

 Depreciation: $741,483

 Repairs & Maintenance: $477,294

 Utilities & Telecommunications: $527,973

 Miscellaneous Expense: $340,219 

   TOTAL EXPENSES: $11,694,333

OUR MISSION
To put Christian principles 

into practice through 
programs that build healthy 
spirit, mind and body for all.

The YMCA is a major employer for the region, 
with a workforce totaling more than 500 
full-time, part-time and seasonal staff.

Program revenue grew 7% over 2017, attributed 
to new partnerships and program expansion.

Nearly 30,000 members are 
served annually by our four 

branches.

Charitable revenue topped 
$1 million for programs and 

scholarships for the first time. 



FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE PROVIDED IN 2018:
 Access to Membership: $461,577

 Access to Programs: $846,627 

 Free Community Programs: $207,586

 TOTAL: $1,515,790

PROVIDING OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL

7,063 
Individuals

1,526 
Individuals

565
Individuals

TOTAL 
INDIVIDUALS 

IMPACTED:
9,154

PROUD TO INVEST  
IN OUR COMMUNITY

2018

9,100+
 people 
 served

$1.5 million   
                       invested into  
 our community

GR

EATER JOLIET AREA YMCA

C.W. AVERY, GALOWICH, MORRIS, SMITH

We believe that everyone should have the 
opportunity to participate in YMCA programs, 
regardless of their ability to pay. Through 
programming at our four YMCA branches and at 
locations throughout our community, the Y served 
more than 9,100 people in 2018 who would not 
have otherwise had the opportunity to participate 
in membership and programs.
 
As a result, children built friendships at summer 
camp and through our before and after school 
programs, seniors experienced community, teens 
set goals for their future while receiving college 
readiness and career training, and families grew 
stronger by spending quality time together.

To make all of this possible, the YMCA proudly 
invested $1.5 million into our members, our 
community and our future, through scholarship 
assistance and free community programming.



WHERE THE COMMUNITY
COMES TOGETHER

METRO BOARD
Dan Stevenson, Board Chair
Dr. Lane Abrell
Sandy Cowgill, Secretary
Guy Christensen
Don DeGeus
Robert Epley
Veronica Gloria
Marc Gorsch, Past Chair
Mark Griglione
Karla Guseman
Eric Hanson
Abigail Hornbogen
Jen Howard
Kathy Kazmar
Beth Laken, Treasurer
Bill Lauer
Allan Lundeen
Maureen MacDonald-Stein
Nick Macris, Board Vice Chair
Mike Noonan
Kevin Olson
Gregory Peyla
Laurie Moore
Cheri Rubocki
Carl Smith
Dr. Robert Stahl
Adam Underhill
Dr. Larry Wiers
Howard Wright
Donna Zanzola
Barb Ziegner

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Dan Stevenson, Chair
Sandy Cowgill, Secretary
Marc Gorsch, Past Chair
Beth Laken, Treasurer
Nick Macris, Vice Chair
Greg Peyla, Board 
  Governance Chair

BUDGET & FINANCE/ 
AUDIT COMMITTEE
Beth Laken, Chair
Donna Jeschke
Ronald Kazmar
Bill Lauer
Maria Macris
Mike Noonan
Adam Underhill

INVESTMENT COMMITTEE
Ronald Kazmar, Chair
Jim Coats
Richard DeGrush, Past Chair
Edward Dollinger
Bill Lauer
Tawnya Mack
Dr. Peter Nichols

BOARD GOVERNANCE 
COMMITTEE
Greg Peyla, Chair
Don DeGeus
Marc Gorsch
Karla Guseman
Eric Hanson
Maureen MacDonald-Stein
Nick Macris
Laurie Moore
Robert Stahl
Dan Stevenson

ENDOWMENT DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE
Susan Lee, Chair
Sandy Cowgill
Don DeGeus
Bill Sullivan
Donna Zanzola

TEEN & YOUNG ADULT 
ADVANCEMENT  
ADVISORY COUNCIL
Dr. Larry Wiers, Chair
Troy Cicero
Natalie Coleman
Sandy Cowgill
Dr. Saundra Russell-Smith
Shayla Smith-Russell
Tracy Spesia

JAMES D. WATTS, PRESIDENT AND CEO



DIVERSITY, INCLUSION & 
GLOBAL COMMITTEE
Beth Laken, Chair
Marc Gorsch
Eric Hanson
Jim Watts
Katy Leclair
Megan Engelman 
Maurice Fears
Adriana Garcia
Carolyn Hamilton
Danny Rubio

JETS PARENTS  
ADVISORY COUNCIL
Rachel Mika, Chair
Yesenia Barajas, Vice Chair
Christine Cagwin
Rachel Dahl
Andrea Ferak
Julia Harter, Secretary
Danielle Ivins

FACILITY COMMITTEE
Nick Macris, Chair
Guy Christensen
Mark England
Beth Laken
Jonathan Proulx 
Carl Smith
Richard Snyder

AVERY ADVISORY COUNCIL
Koren Finnestad, Chair
Dr. Justin Ahoyt
Judy Avery
Mike Avery
Kathy Blessent
Margie Bonuchi
Rob Epley
Rob Hamilton
Mark Johnson
Kathy Kazmar
Katherine Maloney
Dawn Marsaglia
Ryan Peterson
Jon Proulx
Greg Schaefer
Tod Schnowske
Dr. David Streitz

GALOWICH & SMITH  
ADVISORY COUNCIL
Kendall Jackson, Chair
Maria Costilla
Demmond Dorris
Ed Foxworth
Mark Friend
Kathy Goeken
Gretchen Krugler
Maria Macris
Councilman, Terry Morris
Maureen MacDonald-Stein
Kristin Orban
Gerald Pasteris
Cheri Rubocki
Abraham Sanchez
Erik Schelling
Rex Slagel
Carl Smith
Adam Underhill
Fred Wells
Barbara Ziegner

MORRIS ADVISORY COUNCIL
Kevin Olson, Chair
Steve Barr
Dr. Kent Bugg
Guy Christensen
Susie Graff
Donna Jeschke
Dr. Jon Micetich
Mike Wickkiser
Missie Wright

GIVING GALA  
VOLUNTEER COMMITTEE
Rob Epley
MaryKay Hrdina
Kathy Goeken
Annie Gretencord
Mark Johnson
Maria Macris
Nick Macris
Mary Olson
Kristin Orban
Ryan Peterson
Karen Rouse
Adam Underhill
Mike Wickkiser
Barb Ziegner
Marge Watts

2018 Volunteer Leadership

OUR CAUSE
One of the area’s leading  

non-profit charitable organizations, 
the Y is strengthening our community 
through Youth Development, Healthy 
Living and Social Responsibility. We 

believe that lasting personal and social 
change can only come about when we 

all work together to invest in 
our kids, our health and 

our neighbors. 



YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
Nurturing the potential of every child and teen

PROGRAMS 
WITH A PURPOSE
At the Y, summer camps offer an action-
packed, adventure-filled experience, where 
young people can make new friends, while 
creating memories and friendships that last 
a lifetime. Each summer, our camp teams 
work very hard to create opportunities for 
our campers to grow and thrive, and keep 
learning at the forefront each and every day. 

Bess the Book Bus is a mobile outreach 
program committed to extending literacy across the United States. Stocked with an assortment of 
illustrated books and youth novels, Bess travels the country to pass out books to thousands of children 
each year. In 2018, this amazing resource visited the Galowich and Smith Family YMCAs. During the visit, 
each summer camp participant had the opportunity to hop aboard Bess and pick out a new book to take 
home. This unique opportuity was made possible by Citgo Lemont Refinery.

MAKING 
A DIFFERENCE
In July, six teens from the Teen Achievers 
program, accompanied by Y staff, 
represented the Greater Joliet Area YMCA 
on a service-learning trip to Houston, 
Texas. Made possible thanks to a 
generous donation from Joliet Township 
Government, these local students worked 
alongside teens from YMCAs across 
the country to help rebuild communities 
devastated by Hurricane Harvey.

 “I felt like I was feeding my soul. It was a good deed,” said Joliet West Alumna Yasmin Hall.

SUMMER CAMP 
BY THE 

NUMBERS: 

2018 
summer camp 
participants: 

1,054

ONE IN TWO 
children rely on 

scholarship assistance to 
participate in camp.



STRONG SWIMMERS, 
CONFIDENT KIDS
As America’s most trusted swim instructor, the YMCA 
has been teaching kids how to swim for more than 100 
years. To ensure our summer camp participants have the 
opportunity to develop this essential life skill, the YMCA in 
2018 introduced the “Go Blue” Water Safety Program into 
its camp curriculum. To “Go Blue” means that swimmers have 
enough strength, skill, and confidence to pass the blue swim 
test, which includes jumping into the deep end of the pool, 
treading water, and swimming the length of the pool using a 
front crawl stroke without stopping. 

To improve their swimming skills, all red and yellow wristband 
campers participated in 15-minute swim lessons several 
times each week during summer camp, with a goal of ‘Going 
Blue’ by the end of summer. 

The results from this 10-week program were truly inspiring. 
In recognition of this fine work, our “Go Blue” Water Safety 
Program was honored with the 2018 Program of Excellence 
Award from the Illinois State Alliance of YMCAs.

 GO Blue Water Safety Program By The Numbers

C.W. Avery Family YMCA
Red Swimmers to Yellow Swimmers: 34
Yellow Swimmers to Blue Swimmers: 42
Overall Percent of Campers Who Are Now Blue Swimmers: 74%

Galowich Family YMCA
Red Swimmers to Yellow Swimmers: 14
Yellow Swimmers to Blue Swimmers: 12
Overall Percent of Campers Who Are Now Blue Swimmers: 46%

Morris Community YMCA
Red Swimmers to Yellow Swimmers: 8
Yellow Swimmers to Blue Swimmers: 13
Overall Percent of Campers Who Are Now Blue Swimmers: 47%

Smith Family YMCA
Red Swimmers to Yellow Swimmers: 21
Yellow Swimmers to Blue Swimmers: 19
Overall Percent of Campers Who Are Now Blue Swimmers: 52%

YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
Nurturing the potential of every child and teen

3,491
Number of swim lessons 
taught to area children, 
helping them learn to 

swim and feel safe in and 
around the water



EMBRACING A HEALTHY LIFESTYLE
With the generous support of a $5,000 grant from the 
Plainfield Lions Club, the YMCA launched a new Diabetes 
Self-Management Program. Designed for diabetics,  
pre-diabetics and caregivers, this program is offered at 
no cost and encourages individuals to take charge of their 
Diabetes by providing valuable information and tools for 
disease self-management.

HEALTHY COMMUNITIES START HERE
The C.W. Avery Family YMCA celebrated the grand opening 
of its expanded Wellness Center with a ribbon cutting 
on July 27, 2018, alongside many village officials and 
YMCA board members, volunteers, members and staff. The 
newly renovated Wellness Center gives the community a 
special space to focus on their health and well-being and 
features a new group exercise room, an abundance of new 
strength and cardio machines, a private personal training 
area, and a new group cycling room. While speaking at the 
celebration, Plainfield Mayor Michael Collins described the 
Y’s expansion as a “jewel” of the Plainfield community and 
a “diamond” of Will County.

STAYING ACTIVE FOR LIFE
Pickleball has been a popular sport around the country for 
decades and in 2018 became a favorite pastime at the 
Morris Community YMCA. Many of our YMCA members 
began to incorporate pickleball into their regular exercise 
routines and discovered a brand new community of friends 
and teammates at the Y.  

HEALTHY LIVING
Improving the nation’s health and well-being



The generosity of others is at the core of the Y’s existence as a non-profit 501(c)3 organization. The 
Greater Joliet Area YMCA embraces the Y’s mission and furthers its cause thanks to the support of 
our members, staff, community partnerships, volunteers and generous donors.

HEROES AMONG US
In September, the Joliet Herald-News honored 16 
individuals throughout the community as Everyday Heroes. 
Among these 16 Everyday Heroes was Eric Kimble, who 
volunteers his time as a youth basketball coach at the C.W. 
Avery Family YMCA. Coach Kimble is an amazing mentor 
and leader in the community, and we are lucky to have him 
as a member of our YMCA family. 

DEVELOPING FUTURE LEADERS
At the Y, our volunteers play a vital role in the success, 
quality, and quantity of programs we offer. We are able to 
give back to our community with the support of individuals, 
of all ages, who volunteer their time and talents at the 
YMCA. In the summer of 2018, our YMCA welcomed a 
brand new group of volunteers with the launch of a new 
summer camp volunteer program. Designed for high school 
students, this new initiative provides area teens with an

 opportunity to gain hands-on experience and 
 much-needed service hours volunteering in our summer 
 camp programs.

LEAVING A LEGACY
In October, a historic home in Joliet’s cathedral 
neighborhood provided a picturesque setting for the Greater 
Joliet Area YMCA’s annual Heritage Club Dinner. Held at the 
home of Mrs. Marie-Pierre Baltz, widow of the late Joe 
Baltz, this lovely evening celebrated the impact of long-term 
giving to the YMCA. Among the newly inducted Heritage 
Club members honored that evening was former JETS Swim 
Team parent and current YMCA Board Member Barb Zeigner. Barb was joined by her daughter Kristin 
in announcing the new Raymond F. & Barbara L. Ziegner Endowment Fund, which will provide 
scholarships and cover travel fees for swimming.

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
Giving back and providing support to our neighbors

BY THE 
NUMBERS: 

35 
Teen 

Volunteers
1,525 

Hours 
Volunteered



VISIONARY 
$100,000 and above
AMITA Health Saint Joseph Medical Center Joliet
Paul Gantzert
United Way of Will County

TRAILBLAZER 
$50,000 – $99,000
Joliet Township

CHAMPION 
$25,000 - $49,999
YMCA of the USA

INNOVATOR 
$15,000 - $24,999
Anonymous Donors
Silver Cross Healthy Community Commission

AMBASSADOR 
$10,000 - $14,999
Caterpillar, Inc.
CITGO
Compeer Financial
Rich DeGrush
Ron and Jeannine Evenson
JCPenney Communities Foundation
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kegley
Lambert Memorial Fund for Children
LyondellBasell - Morris Complex
Midland States Bank

PLATINUM PARTNER 
$5,000 - $9,999
The Jason Clearwater Fund
Office of Will County State’s Attorney James Glasgow
Plainfield Lions Club
Rousonelos Lean Pork Producer LLC 
Gus P. and Deborah Rousonelos
Sis Schmidt
United Way of Grundy County

GOLD PARTNER 
$2,500 - $4,999
Anonymous Donor
Ahoyt Family Dental - Dr. & Mrs. Justin Ahoyt
Avery YMCA Boot Camp
Fred and Maria Bliznick *
Central Sod Farms, Inc. *
Guy and Jan Christensen
The Crane Fund for Widows and Children
The Don DeGeus Family
Ecolab Inc.
Exxon Mobil
Holly Club of Joliet
Paul and Donna Jeschke
The Larry and Marysol Loethen Family
Lotz Home and Office
The Brad and Maureen MacDonald-Stein Family
Precor
Gus and Diane Rousonelos
Rex Slagel
Richard and Mary Searls
Dan and Jeanette Stevenson

Through the support of individuals and business who commit to BE THE GOOD for their neighbors in need, in 2018, the Greater Joliet 
Area YMCA provided more than $1.5 million in scholarship support and free community programs. The YMCA upheld its ninety-year 
commitment to serve all, regardless of their ability to afford membership or programs. As a result of generous charitable giving, the Y 
served more than 9,100 children, adults and families in need.

Chairmen’s Roundtable Partners

The Chairman’s Roundtable (CRT) recognizes major donors whose annual charitable giving totals $1,000 (Silver 
Partner) through $100,000+ (Visionary). We honor CRT donors with special recognition according to their giving level.

Funding Impact Through Charitable Giving
This list reflects gifts received between January 1, 2018 - December 31, 2018.



Nancy Felman Vincent
The Dan and Tracey Vogen Family
Ron and Jackie Wohlwend

SILVER PARTNER 
$1,000 - $2,499
Abel Endowment Fund (Community Foundation of  
  Grundy County)
Nancy Allen
Anonymous Donors (3)
Bill and Shirl Avery Sr. Family †

Judy Avery
Baish Excavating, Inc. *
Steve and Kathy Barr
Jim and Carol Baum
The Ryan and Lisa Behounek Family
John Black
Kathy Blessent
George Capps
John Colozzi †

Karen Courtney
Tom and Sandy Cowgill
D’Arcy Buick GMC
Mr. and Mrs. Klint DeGeus
Ed and Gloria Dollinger
Drover’s Trail Natural Farms - The David and Koren 
  Finnestad Family
The Bob and Missy Durkin Family
Eastern Illinois NECA/IBEW Local 176
Eugene Matthews, Masonry & Concrete 
  Restoration Experts 
Family and Friends of Grandma Judy Kirkeeng
The Maurice and Tebrena Fears Family
Taryn Fears
Ron Galowich
The Ernesto and Adriana Garcia Family
H & R Block
The Tony and Carolyn Hamilton Family
The Rob and Heather Hamilton Family
The Eric and Donna Hanson Family
Larry and Carol Hemdal
The Chuck and Heather Hughes Family
Illinois Landscape Supply, LLC *
The Carlos and Shelly Interial Family

Brad and Judy Johnstone
David and Nicole Jones
Ron and Kathy Kazmar
Richard Kiser – In Loving Memory of Cindy Kiser
The Stan and Beth Laken Family
The Steve and Katy Leclair Family
Dr. Michael and Mrs. Susan Lee
Harlow and Margaret Lockwood
Neal and Phyllis Macdonald
The Nick and Kathy Macris Family
Katherine Maloney
Frank Margaron
Dr. Jonathan Micetich and Dr. Juli Weber Micetich
Anna Miller
The Kevin and Amy Monk Family
Morris VFW Post 6049 Auxiliary
NorthStar Credit Union
Nu Life Energy Chiropractic
Joe Olewinski
Kevin and Mary Olson
Park Vending *
Mark Paydon *
The Greg and Susan Peyla Family
Reach Sports Marketing Group
Dr. John and Mrs. Judie Roth
The Danny and Colleen Rubio Family
The Jeff and Cheri Rubocki Family
Don and Marlene Ryder
The Mike and Barb Scudder Family
David and Rita Shea
Carl Smith
The John and Denise Sparrow Family
Ashleigh Thomas
Touchdown Services
The Adam and Terri Underhill Family
The Jim and Marge Watts Family
Dr. and Mrs. Larry Wiers
The Dr. Phil and Mrs. Julie Wilkinson Family
Jim and Ann Wright
The Mike and Missie Wright Family
Al and Donna Zanzola
Barb Ziegner

*These donors provided an in-kind contribution of products, time or services to further the YMCA mission.
†The Greater Joliet Area YMCA celebrates the lives of these donor who have passed on during the reporting period

Funding Impact Through Charitable Giving
This list reflects gifts received between January 1, 2018 - December 31, 2018.



BRONZE PARTNER 
$500 - $999
Cleek Plumbing, Heating & AC, INC
James and Janice Coats
Commercial Electronic Systems
Jerry and Lorraine Davidson
Carl Dreyer
Jim and Ann Emrath
Virginia Faber
Fairfield Inn South Joliet
Jared Freeh and Maria Romero
Robin and Dori Fugate
The Marc and Kristina Gorsch Family
Mel and Tana Gray
Heartland Bank and Trust Company
Illinois State Alliance of YMCA’s
The Mark and Tracy Johnson Family 
Betty Jones
Wendy Jordan
Kiwanis Club of Joliet
Gretchen Krugler
Bill and Sharon Lauer
Lincolnshire Properties
Joe Lubich
Shellee McCullum
Laurie Moore
Ruth Morimoto
Carol Narvick
Jamie Nelson
Mike & Chris Noonan

Kyle and Emily Pearson
The Tony and Bonnie Pyatt Family
Greg and Marlene Schaefer
Phil Smolinski
Dr. Robert and Arleen Stahl
State Farm - Howard Wright
Mike and Kerri Wickkiser
VNA Healthcare

Funding Impact Through Charitable Giving
This list reflects gifts received between January 1, 2018 - December 31, 2018.

MORRIS COMMUNITY YMCA 
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
(L-R) Guy and Jan Christensen, Jackie and Ron Wohlwend and 
Mary and Kevin Olson.
 
These dedicated Y volunteer leaders are charting the course for 
the Y’s future in Grundy County.

LEADERSHIP CABINET
Guy and Jan Christensen, Co-Chairs
Kevin and Mary Olson, Co-Chairs
Ron and Jackie Wohlwend, Co-Chairs
Steve and Kathy Barr
Ron and Jeannine Evenson
Paul and Donna Jeschke
Mark and Peg Jorstad
Dick Kopczick
Barry and Diane Narvick
Joe and Carol Schmitz
John and Denise Sparrow
Mark and Debbie Steadham
Tom and Cheryl Tesdal
Jim and Ann Wright
Mike and Missie Wright



PARTNER 
$250 - $499
Joyce Albi
James Barry
Bill Jacobs Naperville
Block, Klukas, Manzella & Shell, P.C.
Teri Brady
Peter and Amy Brummel
Michele Claysen 
Conley Excavating & Construction
Cortina, Mueller, & Frobish, PC
Ken and Georgeann Crafton
Jamal Davis 
Kristen Derengowski 
Lisa Doerfler
Carol and Terry Donahue
Edward Jones Office of Ryan Peterson
E-Z Auto Sales
Jim and Wendy Feeney
John Fields
First Midwest Bank Morris
Bob & Lee Ann Galowich
Mark and Janeen Griglione
Brooke Hall
Patty Hall
Brittney Halliday 
Kyle Holden
John and Abby Hornbogen
Ken Iverson
Aaron Kamins
Michele Kocourek 

Robert Kramer
Susan Krause 
Rose Levonian†

Erin Lightbody 
Allan Lundeen
Bradly Malloy 
Tiffany McQuarters 
Missy Murray 
Kim Netzel 
NiCor Gas Company
Mimi Panagopoulos
Rachel Pescitani 
Polley’s Garage, Inc.
Jose Portales 
Sarah Porzel 
Allen Price 
Kenya Raichart 
Aracely Rubio 
Lynette Sartori
Ruth Silverman
Skyhigh Erectors, LLC
Shannon Stawikowski
Ian Stewart
That Sweat Shop
Marissa Vallejo
Melissa Vidito
Richard Walker
Phil Wardlow
Rebecca Wheaton
Will County OB-GYN, Ltd.
Mary Kay Wolf

*These donors provided an in-kind contribution of products, time or services to further the YMCA mission.
†The Greater Joliet Area YMCA celebrates the lives of these donor who have passed on during the reporting period.

Funding Impact Through Charitable Giving
This list reflects gifts received between January 1, 2018 - December 31, 2018.

3,626
Youth taught the 

importance of good 
sportsmanship and 

teamwork by participating 
in YMCA youth 

sports programs.

1,014
Elementary school 

students nurtured weekly 
through the 

Y’s before and after 
school programs

In 2018, more than 260 Greater Joliet Area YMCA employees 
pledged more than $46,000 to the Annual Campaign.



BUILDING FOR OUR FUTURE
The Heritage Club celebrates those who have contributed to the YMCA Endowment, established a named fund or 
inclued the Y in their estate plans. 

ENDOWMENT FUNDS
Herman J. Adelmann Fund
Jacqueline Bellizzi Fund
Lois Berglund Fund
Elizabeth “Bess” Eichelberger Fund
Erma Agazzi Chuk Funds (2)
Tom & Sandy Cowgill Fund
Paul E. Gantzert Fund
Larry Hemdal Fund
Albert Johnson Trust Fund
Joliet YMCA JETS Swim Team
Joliet Rotary Fund
Dr. Michael & Mrs. Susan Lee Fund
George & May Lloyd Fund
Twilla S. Margaron Fund
Olive McMicken Fund
Dr. Paul & Mrs. Ruth Morimoto Fund
Dr. Wyllie Mullen Fund
James Norris, Sr. Fund
Robert Pilcher Fund
Mynne Schmidt Fund
Tami L. Sender Fund
Arthur G. Smith Fund
Vera C. Smith Fund
Brent Wadsworth Christian Character  
  Development Fund
Raymond F. & Barbara L. Ziegner Fund 

HERITAGE CLUB
Mrs. Nancy Allen 
Mrs. Rita Berglund 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Cowgill 
Mrs. Peter Cinquegrani 
Mr. and Mrs. Don DeGeus 
Mr. Richard Degrush
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Dempsey 
Mr. Robert DeVries 
Mr. Robert DeYoung †
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Dollinger 
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Evenson 
Mr. Paul E. Gantzert 
Mr. and Mrs. Mel Hedden 
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Hemdal 
Ms. Ruth Janis 
Joliet Community Swim Association 
Joliet Rotary Club President 
Ms. Patricia Jones 
Ron and Kathy Kazmar 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Kegley 
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Kiernan
Mr. and Mrs. Stan Laken 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Larson 
Mr. and Mrs. William Lauer 
Dr. Michael and Mrs. Susan Lee 
Mr. Frank Margaron 
Mrs. Shirley Masters 
Mrs. Carolyn McMicken Mauer 
Mrs. Margaret McMicken-Sebby 
Mrs. Ruth Morimoto 
Dr. and Mrs. Peter Nichols 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Pilcher 
Ms. Mynne K. Schmidt 
Mrs. Brenda Schmitz 
Ms. Tami L. Sender 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Stahl 
Mr. William Sullivan †
Mr. and Mrs. James D. Watts 
Mr. Albert and Mrs. Donna Zanzola
Mrs. Barbara L. Ziegner

† The Greater Joliet Area YMCA celebrates the lives of these 
donor who have passed on during the reporting period.

Mrs. Ruth Morimoto is joined by her son Dr. David Morimoto at 
the 2018 Heritage Club Dinner. Ruth established an endowed 
fund in memory of her husband Dr. Paul Morimoto to provide 
annual support to help Joliet children in need access Y programs.



2018 GIVING GALA

PREMIUM SPONSOR
• DIAGEO

PLATINUM SPONSORS
• Caterpillar, Inc.
• WeatherTech

BAR/COCKTAIL SPONSOR
• DIAGEO

CASH RAFFLE SPONSOR
• BMO Harris Bank

MOBILE BIDDING SPONSOR
• CITGO Lemont Refinery

DIAMOND SPONSORS
• 41 North Contractors LLC
• Edward Jones
• First Midwest Bank
• D’Arcy Buick GMC
• Grundy Bank
• Law Offices of Samuel J. Erkonen, P.C.
• Midland States Bank
• Morris Hospital and Healthcare Centers
• Plainfield Area Chamber of Commerce
• Presence Saint Joseph Medical Center

PHOTOGRAPHY SPONSOR
• Hometown National Bank

APPETIZER SPONSOR
• L. DeGeus & Associates, Inc

BID PADDLE SPONSOR
• Mahoney, Silverman & Cross Law Firm

ENTERTAINMENT SPONSOR
• Rathbun, Cservenyak & Kozol Law Firm

GOLD SPONSORS
• Charles Vincent George Architects
• Coilplus Illinois

SILVER SPONSORS
• Edward – Elmhurst Health
• JP Morgan Chase
• Rod Baker Ford

FRIENDS OF THE Y
• Connelly Electric
• Friedrich-Jones & Overman-Jones Funeral
• Homes & Cremation Services
• Hamilton & Antonsen 

On February 25, 2018, nearly 400 guests joined us for an elegant evening of raising funds for the YMCA 
Scholarship Assistance Program. Since the Gala’s inception in 2008, this special event has raised more than 
$740,000 for scholarships benefiting our four YMCA locations.

SPONSORS
Companies who supported our 2018 Giving Gala with a sponsorship of $250 or more

The Greater Joliet 
Area YMCA raised nearly 

$140,000 
in scholarship funds 

at its 11th annual 
Giving Gala.



2018 GIVING GALA

SPONSOR’S CHOICE 
• Barvian Realty
• Carlson Holmquist-Sayles Funeral Home
• Edward Jones
• Heartland Bank and Trust
• Laurie Peyla Rambo, Spring Realty
• Lucas, Thompson & Wise, LLC
• SERVPRO of Joliet
• State Representative Mark Batinick, 97th 

District

PROGRAM BOOK ADS
• Providence Bank & Trust
• Mack & Associates, PC

Direct Scholarship Support
Provided donations or raised their bid paddles with 
a gift of $250 or more.
• Dan and Mirian Allen
• Ken and Tammy Barvian
• David and Erica Boose
• Mike Carey
• Guy and Jan Christensen
• Dave and Deanne Conterio
• Ken and Kerri Courtright
• Dan and Beth Dimario
• Pietro DiPilato  
• Jim and Wendy Feeney
• Matt and Sandra Fleck
• Bruce and Beth George
• Doug and Pat Grunnet
• Warren and Brooke Hall
• Tony and Carolyn Hamilton
• Theresa and Mathew Hansen
• Bruce and Lori Hunter
• Scott and Julie Jackson
• Paul and Donna Jescke
• Perry and Monica Jones
• TJ and Diane Kardas    
• Mark and Jane Karner
• Phillip and Britt Kolb
• Bruce and Michelle Kurschner
• Mark and Cheryl Laven
• Steve and Katy Leclair
• Dr. Michael and Susan Lee

• Lincolnshire Properties    
• Ricardo and Kimberly Loyza
• Mike and Jean Lucas
• Rick and Michelle Lyman
• Adam Macko    
• George Macko    
• Ty Macko    
• Dawn Marsaglia    
• Eric and Tasha Marsaglia
• Senator Pat and Mrs. Lora McGuire
• Yediel and Keishla Melendez
• Joe and Teri Meyer
• Randy and Sandra Miles
• Brian and Kelly Minnis
• Laurie Moore    
• Krys and Chrissy Olma
• Tracy Paulson 
• Megan Preston    
• Rod and Kelly Rohder-Tonelli
• John and Kathy Roundtree
• Gus Rousonelos    
• Rousonelos Lean Pork Producer LLC
• Jeff and Cheri Rubocki
• Brenda Schmitz Savage and John Savage
• Mark and Debbie Steadham
• Dan and Jeanette Stevenson
• Luke and Britney Tabis
• James Thuot and Nancy Bannon
• Adam and Terri Underhill
• Jim and Marge Watts
• Matt and Hannah Wehrle
• Mike and Kerri Wickkiser
• Dr. Phil and Julie Wilkinson 
• Michael and Kim Willow
• Mike and Missie Wright
• Barbara Ziegner    

Special Notes of Thanks:
We are grateful to Randy 
Miles for volunteering his 
time and talent to serve as 
our auctioneer during the 
Live Auction and Raise the 
Paddle portion of our event. 



WORKING TOGETHER TO MAKE OUR COMMUNITY BETTER
Collaborations
For more than 90 years, the Y has been a place that brings communities together. This has been made 
possible thanks to the generous and lasting support of our community partners.

EDUCATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS: 

• Coal City Unit School District #1
• Elwood Community Consolidated 

School District 203
• Fairmont School District 89
• Grundy Area Vocational Center
• Joliet Junior College
• Joliet Public Schools District 86
• Joliet Township High School  

District 204
• Joseph E. Fisher School
• Laraway School District 70C
• Lewis University
• Minooka Community Consolidated 

School District 201
• Morris Community High School 

District 101
• Morris Elementary School District 54
• New Lenox School District 122
• Plainfield Community Consolidated 

School District 202
• Reed School District 92 
• Rockdale School District 84
• Saratoga Community Consolidated 

School District 60C 
• St. Jude Catholic School
• Troy Community Consolidated 

District 30-C
• Union School District 81
• University of St. Francis
• Valley View Community Unit School 

District 365
• Will County School District 92

COMMUNITY AGENCIES AND 
BUSINESSES: 

• All Our Kids Network (A.O.K.)
• Amita Saint Joseph Medical Center 
• Bethesda Lutheran Homes & Service
• Big Brothers Big Sisters
• Boys and Girls Club of Joliet
• Boy Scouts of America,  

Rainbow Council
• Bronkberry Farms 
• Catholic Charities Day Break Center
• City of Morris 

• Community Foundation of 
Grundy County

• Conservation Foundation
• Cornerstone Services, Inc.
• Gateway
• Girl Scouts of America,  

Trailways Council
• Grundy County Farm Bureau
• Grundy Economic  

Development Council 
• Grundy Partnership for Children
• Harvey Brooks Foundation
• Healthy Connections
• Humana
• Illinois Valley Industries
• Jennifer Bertino-Tarrant, State 

Senator, 49th Senate District
• Joliet Alliance for Youth 
• Joliet Area Community Hospice
• Joliet Housing Authority
• Joliet Police Department
• Joliet Township Government
• Manhattan First School Montessori
• MorningStar Mission
• Morris Hospital and  

Healthcare Centers
• Plainfield Fire Protection District
• Plainfield Kiwanis Club
• Plainfield Emergency Management 

Agency (PEMA)
• Plainfield Police Department
• Senior Services of Will County 
• Spanish Community Center
• United Healthcare
• United Way of Grundy County
• United Way of Will County
• United States Marine Corps  

Reserve Center
• United States Navy  

Recruiting Center
• University of Illinois Extension
• Village of Plainfield
• Warren-Sharpe Community Center
• Will County CED
• Will County Government
• Will County Health Department
• Will County MAPP Project

COMMUNITY SERVICE CLUBS AND 
COUNCILS:  

• Association of YMCA Professionals
• Community Services Council
• Hispanic Latino Coalition
• Holly Club
• Illinois Alliance of YMCAs
• Joliet Alliance for Youth
• Joliet Area Young Professionals
• Joliet Exchange Club
• Joliet Park District
• Joliet Rotary Club
• Kiwanis Club of Joliet
• Plainfield Lions Club
• Southwest Suburban  

Philanthropic Network
• Troy 30-C Educational Foundation
• Unity CDC
• YMCA of the USA
• Zonta Club of Joliet

CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE: 

• Grundy County
• Joliet
• New Lenox
• Plainfield
• Shorewood



GREATER JOLIET AREA YMCA
(815) SAY-YMCA

www.jolietymca.org




